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Several national and international HTA agencies have published methodological documents containing information

about skills useful to produce HTA. Many institutions have highlighted that certain skills are needed to effectively

contribute to the creation of an HTA report in a multidisciplinary team. Not all professionals of the HTA team must

be experts in every subject, but an efficient dialogue between components is necessary to obtain a complete,

homogeneous and consistent document in every section. In order to evaluate information about competences

coming from the main national and international agencies, a research was carried out on the HTA manuals

published on the websites of all HTA agencies worldwide.

Two review authors selected topics for eligibility and

checked against the inclusion criteria independently.

Any disagreement will be resolved by consensus or

consultation with a third independent researcher. The

inclusion criteria of these manuals were: 1. Include

“HTA” in the title or it is satisfactorily explained in

the introduction that the manual is focused on HTA 2.

Focus on any technology type (drugs, devices,

diagnostics, etc. or any combination) 3. Teaches about

best practices HTA in general (not specific to a single

jurisdiction or agency, not a survey/description of how

HTA being currently used) 4. Purpose is to build human

resource capacity in HTA 5. Available in English,

French, Spanish or Italian

Methods

We selected 6 manuals on a total of 24. We 

selected from europe: EUnetHTA Handbook on 

HTA Capacity Building of 2008 and the HTA 

core model published in 2014. From Denmark 

we selected the Health  Technology 

Assessment Handbook published in 2008 

published by DACETHTA. From KCE of Belgium 

we analyze the manual Search for Evidence & 

Critical Appraisal Health Technology 

Assessment (HTA) published in 2007. The fifth 

manual is American, from the Lewin group of 

the USA, the HTA 101 introduction to health 

technology assessment. The last manual is 

Italian, published in 2015 from AGENAS, the 

Italian public institution for the regional

health services. The original name of the 

manual is “Manuale delle procedure HTA".

Results
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Conclusions

The analyzed manuals did not cover all the dimensions of HTA analysis in an equal and standardized 

way. The Ethical, Legal, Social, Environmental and Organizational aspects were lacking in some of the 

programmes, on the contrary clinical and economic aspects were substantially included. The 

realization of the project was really challenging for the following critical issues: Information difficult 

to retrieve, difficulties to find key information in agencies webpages, lack of contacts of key people. 

On the basis of the information retrieved, it would be good to define core competencies for HTA.

For each competency we

added a definition for a

better understanding of

the reader. The most used

source has been the

website HTA glossary.net

When the definition of

htaglossary was not

enough complete, we

decided to use the

eunethta glossary of hta

adaptation terms. Then,

other sources for

definitions were

www.gov.uk,merriam

webmaster.com/dictionar

y, the freedictionary.com

and for economical topic

businessdictionary.com.

Example of the manuals analysis for the economic area with

details about competencies, related concepts and definition

with different sources
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